Mandibular reconstruction using the deep circumflex iliac artery free flap: effect of the length of bone harvested on donor site morbidity.
The aim of this study was to assess the amounts of pain and morbidity that are associated with the length of the harvested anterior iliac bone graft (cm), and their effect on the contour of the donor site and activities of daily life. A total of 62 patients who had mandibular reconstruction using an iliac bone graft were enrolled in this study at the Wuhan University Hospital. The same surgical standards were used throughout. We divided the patients into two groups depending to the length of the graft (<9cm or 9cm or more). The amount and duration of the pain, the time necessary to walk normally, abnormalities of sensation, contour of the donor site, length of the scar, and the patients' satisfaction with the donor site were evaluated, and outcomes in the two groups compared. The worst pain after operation (p=0.001) the length of the scar (p=0.001), and the time needed before the patients were able to walk (p=0.001) differed significantly between the two groups. There was no significant difference between the two groups regarding other complications. The anterior iliac crest might still be considered to be an ideal donor site for large mandibular defects.